
25 March 2004                 4109          
 Immediate
UK car production rises for sixth successive month
Production figures released today by the Office for National Statistics/SMMT show:

▲ February UK car output climbed 3.5 per cent to 141,093 units 

▲ Production for export led February's growth, up eight per cent
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· Production for export continued to rise, up eight per cent for February and 10.2 per cent for the year-to-date.
· The 12 month cycle of UK car production is now running at its highest annual rate since November 2000 at 1.67 million units.
Commenting on February's car production, SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan said, 'The positive trend in UK manufacturing continued in February as car output saw its sixth consecutive month of growth. Lifted by the success of a number of key models, production for export remained strong - accounting for nearly two thirds of the total volume. While domestic demand is robust, production for the export market is expected to be the focus for growth throughout 2004.' 
CV production growth continues in February
Provisional output data released today by the Office for National Statistics show that:
▲ UK CV production climbed 6.4 per cent in February

▲ Year-to-date CV production grew 18 per cent to 37,877 units 

▲ Output for the three months to February 2004 climbed 20.6 per cent year-on-
     year
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· CVs destined for the home market have seen strong year-on-year growth, climbing 32.6 per cent over the last three months and 18.5 per cent over the last six months.

· The recent growth in exports has continued with year-on-year growth of 11.9 per cent over the three months to February 2004.

Commenting on the monthly figures, SMMT chief executive Christopher Macgowan said, 'February continued with the theme of a marked pick-up in activity in the UK's CV manufacturing sector. Output volume is again growing at a sustained pace. The home market had been exerting a strong pull, but the recent growth in export demand may bode well for a sustained improvement in European CV markets. With the immediate outlook even more positive for home demand, 2004 may be a year of sustained growth for CV output. Interest rate rises are anticipated during the year, but if pitched appropriately they should not unhinge UK market prospects. Growth in continental Europe can only get firmer.'

UK Vehicle Production
	                 PASSENGER CARS                 COMMERCIAL VEHICLES

	
	Total
	For Home
	For Export
	Total
	For Home
	For Export

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1997
	1 711 923
	738 494
	973 429
	223 784
	131 900
	91 884

	1998
	1 760 697
	729 217
	1 031 480
	214 940
	122 852
	92 088

	1999
	1 799 004
	649 279
	1 149 725
	173 557
	109 883
	63 674

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000
	1 641 452
	578 462
	1 062 990
	172 442
	96 261
	76 181

	2001
	1 492 365
	598 151
	 894 214
	192 873
	96 649
	96 224

	2002
	1 629 934
	582 266
	1 047 668
	191 267
	77 033
	114 234

	2003
	1 657 558
	513 798
	1 143 760
	188 871
	85 954
	102 917

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2000 Q1
	494 311
	179 401
	314 910
	49 972
	24 666
	25 306

	2000 Q2
	433 240
	140 548
	292 692
	52 061
	27 345
	24 716

	2000 Q3
	335 106
	145 558
	189 548
	29 249
	18 588
	10 661

	2000 Q4
	378 795
	112 955
	265 840
	41 160
	25 662
	15 498

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2001 Q1
	387 100
	160 646
	226 454
	51 623
	31 952
	19 671

	2001 Q2
	372 395
	142 864
	229 531
	49 675
	26 436
	23 239

	2001 Q3
	335 790
	152 793
	182 997
	43 347
	21 030
	22 317

	2001 Q4
	397 080
	141 848
	255 232
	48 228
	17 231
	30 997 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002 Q1
	449 755
	194 385
	255 370
	49 940
	24 631
	25 309

	2002 Q2
	402 442
	120 279
	282 163
	44 511
	16 232
	28 279

	2002 Q3
	391 847
	149 630
	242 217
	44 844
	16 904
	27 940

	2002 Q4
	385 890
	117 972
	267 918
	51 972
	19 266
	32 706

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Q1
	424 325
	150 026
	274 299
	49 367
	21 349
	28 018

	2003 Q2
	433 280
	129 296
	303 984
	46 635
	21 611
	25 024

	2003 Q3
	391 213
	133 799
	257 414
	40 127
	19 463
	20 664

	2003 Q4
	408 740
	100 677
	308 063
	52 742
	23 531
	29 211

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002 Jan
	154 368
	69 454
	84 914
	16 690
	8 274
	8 416

	2002 Feb
	147 552
	65 513
	82 039
	17 393
	10 020
	7 373

	2002 Mar
	147 835
	59 418
	88 417
	15 857
	6 337
	9 520

	2002 Apr
	129 541
	35 958
	93 583
	16 535
	5 452
	11 083

	2002 May
	160 149
	50 479
	109 670
	15 753
	5 821
	9 932

	2002 Jun
	112 752
	33 842
	78 910
	12 223
	4 959
	7 264

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2002 Jul
	134 549
	49 685
	84 864
	15 220
	5 325
	9 895

	2002 Aug
	112 800
	45 768
	67 032
	9 791
	3 695
	6 096

	2002 Sep
	144 498
	54 177
	90 321
	19 833
	7 884
	11 949

	2002 Oct
	149 654
	51 672
	97 982
	19 764
	7 254
	12 510

	2002 Nov
	138 769
	40 024
	98 745
	18 807
	7 648
	11 159

	2002 Dec
	97 467
	26 276
	71 191
	13 401
	4 364
	9 037

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 Jan
	136 101
	50 326
	85 775
	15 818
	7 484
	8 334

	2003 Feb
	136 346
	50 176
	86 170
	16 293
	7 351
	8 942

	2003 Mar
	151 878
	49 524
	102 354
	17 256
	6 514
	10 742

	2003 Apr
	144 816
	44 045
	100 771
	14 645
	6 601
	8 044

	2003 May
	133 067
	35 503
	97 564
	13 964
	6 497
	7 467

	2003 June
	155 397
	49 748
	105 649
	18 026
	8 513
	9 513

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2003 July
	146 292
	53 160
	93 132
	15 212
	7 579
	7 633

	2003 August
	91 376
	33 913
	57 463
	7 808
	3 977
	3 831

	2003 September 
	153 545
	46 726
	106 819
	17 107
	7 907
	9 200

	2003 October 
	153 370
	39 608
	113 762
	16 757
	7 235
	9 522

	2003 November 
	142 926
	32 464
	110 462
	18 958
	9 138
	9 820

	2003 December
	112 444
	28 605
	83 839
	17 027
	7 158
	9 869

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2004 January
	141 320
	44 931
	96 389
	20 542
	10 961
	9 581

	2004 February
	141 093
	48 047
	93 046
	17 335
	7 348
	9 987

	

	Percentage change for latest three months on:
	
	
	
	

	Previous three months
	-12.2
	2.3
	-17.5
	3.9
	4.9
	3.1

	Same period last year
	6.7
	-4.1
	12.4
	20.6
	32.6
	11.9


a - 5 week month or 14 week quarter or 53 week year

  Source: SMMT/Office for National Statistics
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		CV Production

				Jan 2004		Jan 2003		% chg.		2mth Feb 04		2mth Feb 03		% chg.

		Total		17,335		16,293		6.4%		37,877		32,111		18.0%

										119,460

		Home		7,348		7,351		-0.0%		18,309		14,835		23.4%

		% of total		42.4%		45.1%				48.3%		46.2%

		Export		9,987		8,942		11.7%		19,568		17,276		13.3%

		% of total		57.6%		54.9%				51.7%		53.8%
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		Car Production

				Feb 03		Feb 04		% chg.		YTD 03		YTD 04		% chg.

		Total		136,346		141,093		3.5%		272,447		282,413		3.7%

		Home		50,176		48,047		-4.2%		100,502		92,978		-7.5%

		% of total		36.8%		34.1%				36.9%		32.9%

		Export		86,170		93,046		8.0%		171,945		189,435		10.2%

		% of total		63.2%		65.9%				63.1%		67.1%






